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"Leaves of Light" 
A Golden Section Solar Installation
Life Sciences Building, York University, Toronto

The entryway of the new Life Sciences Building at York University 
in Toronto is now graced with a solar art glass installation inspired 
by the golden section and the remarkable Gingko tree.

"Leaves of Light" is designed to collect solar energy during the 
day and then use it to illwninate the entryway at night. The 
embedded blue-grey solar cells are a perfect match for the 
innovative sculptural facade (based on DNA molecules) designed 
by SSG Architecture.
Artist Sarah Hall created this piece in three distinct layers: a solar 
cell layer that collects energy from the sun, LED light sheets 
powered by the solar cells, and a painted layer with golden 
imagery and layers of text.

The artwork includes Goethe's poem Gingko Biloba in the original 
German and seven other languages. The composition is unified 
by the classical proportions of the golden section. The Gingko 
Biloba is the world's oldest living tree, whose existence can be 
traced back over 250 million years. Its fossils are studied in climate 
change research, since it survived a time of sudden greenhouse 
warming fifty-five million years ago. Through poetry, technology, 
and images of leaves and trees, this installation offers a unique 
demonstration of solar energy collection while celebrating the 
beauty and mystery of our natural world.

Artist: Sarah Hall
Client: York University
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